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  James Ezzes         jimezzes@att.net  

James Ezzes is a business professional in the construction business. He has completed the Mentoring Training and looks forward to being more involved 
with True Colors. 

Michele Femc-Bagwell        michele.femc-bagwell@uconn.edu  
Michele Femc-Bagwell is currently the director of the University of Connecticut Administrator Preparation Program (UCAPP) and a Ph.D. candidate in 
Educational Administration. Her doctoral research is focused on the importance of developing trustworthy relationships as a foundation for successful 
teaching, learning and leading Michele’s prior experiences as a high school teacher and middle school principal have been instrumental in her continued 
quest for celebrating the gifts, talents and creative individuality of all students. She is honored by the opportunity to present with her UCAPP students 
as their heads and hearts represent the promise and commitment of our future school leaders. 

Sara Ferah     (860) 956-9299   serenthi@hotmail.com  
Sara Ferah has been an activist in the queer and transgender communities for several years. She is a past board member of the Connecticut Trans 
Advocacy Coalition. As a Prevention Educator for the Hartford/New Britain Regional Sexual Assault Crisis Services, she is bringing her passion for 
change into schools and youth organizations because real change happens locally. Sara holds a Bachelor’s degree in Anthropology and is certified in 
Sexual Assault Counseling and Restorative Justice Conferencing. 

Tony Ferraiolo     (203) 376-8089   snart_art@yahoo.com  
In 2007, Tony founded Translation, the New Haven based support group for transgender teenagers, which he facilitates. He is the Co-Founder and 
President of the Jim Collins Foundation, the Foundation is the first to provide national funding for the transgender community to assist qualified 
recipients with financial support for gender related surgeries. A sought after public speaker at corporations, universities, and community groups, Tony is 
known for infusing his talks on transitioning from female to male, with insight and humor. 

Bonnie Fineman       
Bonnie Fineman is currently an English teacher at East Hartford High School where she also co-advises the school's GSA and is the coordinator of the 
AP Program.  She is a cooperating teacher for a student teacher from Central Connecticut State University and supervises two interns from UConn's 
NEAG School of Education.  She is pursuing her administrative certificate through the University of Connecticut's Administrator Preparation Program.  
She is also a mentor for True Colors.  Bonnie's future plans include pursuing a doctoral degree in urban educational leadership while researching 
effective instructional design for underserved student populations. 

Jeffrey Fishberger     (310) 271-8845 x258   JFishberger@gmail.com  
Jeffrey is the Supervising Psychiatrist for Samuel’s Center for Comprehensive Care at St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital Center where he provides mental 
health services for the patients enrolled in the HIV center.  Since May 2005, he has served The Trevor Project’s New York Steering Committee and is 
currently their Co-Chair.  He also co-chairs The Trevor Project’s Program Committee, and is involved heavily in all 4 programmatic areas that The 
Trevor Project offers. 

Deborah Freedman    (860) 257-5046   Deborah.Freedman@ct.gov  
Deborah has been a school psychologist at A.I. Prince CTHS in Hartford, CT for 13 years. She facilitates groups including the gay-straight alliance at her 
school, and also does individual/group counseling. 

Jo Ann Freiberg     (860) 713-6598   joann.freiberg@ct.gov  
Jo Ann Freiberg, a consultant at the CT State Department of Education, manages the area of school climate improvement and bullying. Her doctoral 
work at Ohio State University was in professional and classroom-based ethics. Her professional career as a classroom teacher, teacher educator and 
national consultant has been devoted to empowering the adults who teach and work with children to exemplify ethical and respectful behavior to 
create safe and positive learning environments. 

Ethan Fusaris     (203) 306-8240   EthanFusaris@gmail.com  
Ethan Fusaris is a graduate student and research assistant at Southern Connecticut State University in the Department of Public Health. He received his 
Bachelor of Science degree in Anthropology from SCSU in 2008. Ethan has been extremely active within the LGBT community for nearly a decade and 
has provided many cultural sensitivity trainings and educational lectures to medical providers, public health practitioners and college students regarding 
transgender issues. 

Sandra Gallien         sjg508@yahoo.com  
Sandra Gallien is a Social Worker with a focus and training in social work policy. She has a MSW from UConn School of Social Work and has worked at 
the United Way of CT for over 10 years.  Personally and professionally, she has been involved in the mental health field since enrolling in college in 
1975.  She works to help people advocate for themselves and, when necessary, intervenes on their behalf. She works with a multitude of populations, 
including people who are developmentally challenged and children. 

Kelly Garrett     (401) 863-3495   kelly@brown.edu  
Kelly Garrett has been an LGBTQ activist and educator since her own undergraduate college experience more than twenty years ago.  She is currently 
the Coordinator of the LGBTQ Resource Center at Brown University where she has been since becoming the first full-time coordinator in 2004.  She 
has seventeen years of experience as a Student Affairs professional and ten years experience working directly in LGBTQ college resource centers. 
Some of the areas that she is currently focusing on in her work are the intersection of identities, college student leadership development and advocacy 
for transgender inclusion. 

Keith Gauvin     (617) 875-4937   kgauvin@post.edu  
Keith served at the oldest private military university in the country. 

Layne Gianakos         layne.gianakos@gmail.com  
Bio not available at press time  

Jonathan Gillman     (860) 757-6340   lookingin@comcast.net  
Jonathan Gillman is the director of Looking In Theatre and also the head of the Theater Department at the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts, a 
public magnet high school in Hartford, CT. He is a past recipient of grants in playwriting and fiction writing from the CT Commission on the Arts and is 
the author of Grasslands and The Magic Ring, two interconnected collections of short stories. Jonathan has a B.A. and an M.A. from Harvard University 
and an M.F.A in Theater (Playwriting) from the University of Minnesota. 

Thomas Goodkind     (860) 974-1814   tbgoodkind@snet.net  
Tom, a professor of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Connecticut Neag School of Education, is very interested in diversity issues and 
concerns. He teaches media literacy as well as courses dealing with elementary school children, the curriculum, and social studies. Tom coordinates the 
North East Media Literacy Conference at the University of Connecticut which will be held Friday March 26, 2010. 
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  Derek Hall     (860) 830-9574     

Derek Hall is an entrepreneur and public speaker who enjoys working with students all around CT. Prior to working as a trainer with the Anti-
Defamation League, Derek worked in corporate America in the IT field and applications trainer. He is currently a debate coach with the Greater 
Hartford Classical Magnet School, guest speaks at churches and community centers and continues his education in the teaching field. 

Samson Hampton     (860) 778-9573   samehampton@gmail.com  
Samson Zarek Hampton is a former intern for True Colors and is a graduate of the Outspoken Program at Youth Pride, Inc. in Providence, RI. He 
graduated high school from Great Path Academy and reigned as president of MCC's Pride Club in 2008. Samson is currently attending the Community 
College of Rhode Island and working as a pre-school teacher. 

Kamora Herrington    (860) 232-0050 x313   kamora@ourtruecolors.org  
Kamora has been working in the Human Service field for close to two decades, first as a preschool teacher for the City of Hartford, then as an advocate 
for homeless teen moms at Just A Start House in Somerville, MA. She has also worked as a dance instructor, performer, community organizer and 
cultural ambassador. For the last three years, she has been the Mentoring Program Coordinator for True Colors, Inc. 

Ingrid Hohmann     (860) 486-6841   Ingrid.hohmann@uconn.edu  
Ingrid Hohmann attended the University of Delaware where she was a member of the Track and Field team and earned a B.A. in Psychology. Following 
that, she attended Springfield College receiving her M.S. in Athletic Counseling. She worked as a therapist with emotionally disturbed youth before 
interning at the University of Utah. She then moved to Rutgers University as an athletic academic advisor before coming to work in the Counseling 
Program for Intercollegiate Athletes at UConn. 

Chris Howell-Levine         
Chris has been in a relationship with his partner Kevin for 13 years and was married last year. They have four adopted children: Ashlee (10-years-old), 
Daryn (8), Dalton (4) and Justin (4). He moved from North Carolina 13 years ago and currently works at a hospital in Nursing and a Police Department. 

Staci Lana Hunter       
Staci Lana Hunter BA, JD, is a femulator who began crossdressing at age 12. In her teens, she took baby steps out of the closet on Halloween. Over the 
years, she exited the closet completely by honing the skills necessary to allow her to pass as a woman in society (without hormones or surgery). Today, 
besides living as a woman part-time, Ms. Hunter speaks at colleges and universities evangelizing the normality of cross-dressing. 

Chadwick Johnson     (617) 864-4528   chad@project10east.org  
Chadwick Johnson, MAT serves as head of programming at Project 10 East, Inc. a Boston-based organization that sends trained volunteers into New England 
schools to help students create and sustain gay-straight alliances and more welcoming school environments. He is a mathematics teacher with the Boston 
Public School System, currently teaching eleventh- and twelfth-grade math at Fenway Pilot High School. In addition, he is the coordinator of teacher 
partnerships through Tufts University and has served as a Fenway GSA advisor.  

Jillian Karno         karnoji@earlham.edu  
Jillian Karno is a recent graduate of Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana. She is currently working with adults struggling with mental health issues in 
the community. This will be her second year as part of the True Colors Conference. 

Rachael Kenney     (720) 475-1674   rkenney@center4si.com  
Rachael Kenney is a trainer, writer and data analyst with the Homelessness Resource Center at the Center for Social Innovation (C4SI). She explores 
issues related to LGBTQI2-S youth and homelessness, and homelessness data and reporting. Her recent projects include working on a video training 
series on cultural competence in serving LGBTQI2-S youth and a brief synthesis paper on this population. Prior to joining C4SI, Rachael worked in 
several residential programs that serve transition age youth. 

Fleurette King     (860) 486-1214   fleurette.king@uconn.edu  
As the director of the UConn Rainbow Center, a gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender resource center, Fleurette King oversees the center's operation 
and staff to fulfill its’ mission and vision. Her involvement in social justice education and valuing diversity efforts, inclusive of sexual orientation and 
gender identity and expression expands over a 16-year career in higher education. King obtained a B.A. in Sociology with a minor in Ethnic Studies from 
Bowling Green State University and a M.A. in Sociology from DePaul University. King’s participation in local, regional and national networks reflects a 
deep passion and commitment to social justice. King lives in Connecticut with her partner. 

Irwin Krieger     (203) 776-1966   irwin.krieger@sbcglobal.net  
Irwin Krieger is a psychotherapist in New Haven working with LGBT youth and adults and their families.  He has a strong interest in the impact of societal 
expectations about gender identity and gender expression.  He has experience in folk dance and improvisational dance.   Janet Brodie and Irwin Krieger 
participated with the Liz Lerman Dance Exchange at the International Festival of Arts and Ideas in New Haven in June of 2008.   Through the generosity of 
the Arts and Ideas Festival they were able to continue training with the Liz Lerman Dance Exchange through the 2008-09 academic year.   Gender Moves was 
developed during the training.  They conducted a highly successful series of Gender Moves workshops in New Haven in the fall of 2009. 

Diane Latorre         dlatorre2@hotmail.com  
Diana Latorre is an English teacher turned school counselor who has had a partner for 4 years and has two dogs.  Diana has lived in CT and the San 
Francisco Bay Area and believes all underrepresented minority groups deserve a safe place to express who they are 

Madeleine Leveille     (203) 397-4846   mmleveille@comcast.net  
Madeleine is a licensed and nationally-certified school psychologist who was a co-advisor for Amity High School's gay-straight alliance for seven years.  
She loves offering workshops at True Colors and has presented at regional and national conferences for psychologists and counselors on depression, 
cognitive behavior therapy, medication and hypnosis. In addition, she has served on editorial boards for national counseling and psychology journals. 

Jerimarie Liesegang    (860) 680-7876   jerimariel@yahoo.com  
Jerimarie is the director of the CT TransAdvocacy Coalition and has campaigned for justice in CT for many years. 

Alana Linick      (860) 486-0492   alana.linick@uconn.edu  
Alana is in her fourth year as an Academic Counselor with the Counseling Program for Intercollegiate Athletes at the University of Connecticut.  
Following her undergraduate career as a student-athlete at UConn (B.S. Human Development '01) she coached college field hockey before earning her 
graduate degree at Springfield College (M.Ed. Psychology ‘05) and returning to UConn.  Alana and her co-presenter Ingrid Hohmann collaborated in the 
development of the Connecticut LGBT Athlete Safe Space (CLASS) in 2006. 

Diana Lombardi       
Diana is currently on the steering committee of the Connecticut Anti-Discrimination Coalition, a group working to pass a gender inclusive Anti-
Discrimination law in Connecticut. In addition, she is also on the Board of Directors of the Connecticut Trans-Advocacy Coalition (CTAC), an organization 
involved with the promotion of transgender issues in housing, employment, medical, law, and providing one on one advocacy work with the trans-community. 
Diana is the past Executive Director of the Connecticut Outreach Society (COS) a support group for the transgender community. She is currently enrolled in 
the University Of Connecticut School Of Social Work for her Master’s Degree in Social Work, with a concentration in Community Organizing.  
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  Cynthia Martin     (646) 270-7131   clmartin516@yahoo.com  

Cynthia Martin has been a bias awareness/diversity trainer for the last 20 years. Most recently, she has served as the project leader/co-creator of New 
York City's Respect For All program designed to specifically address anti-LGBTQ bias with the goal of making schools safer for all students. She is the 
founder of Martin Consulting Group, LLC, an organization dedicated to anti-bias/bullying prevention. 

Susan Masters       
Susan Masters, a first year law student at University of Connecticut, graduated from Stony Brook University in 2002 with B.A. in English.  Two years 
later, in 2004, Susan graduated Columbia University Teachers College with an M.A. in English.  For the last five years, she has taught English in New 
York and Arizona, as well as serving as a visiting lecturer for a teacher preparation program.  Currently, she is interested in pursuing a career in 
employment law. 

Charlie McBrine     (617) 864-4528   charlie@project10east.org  
Charlie McBrine is Project 10 East’s vice president. Previously, he served as the vice-president of his gay-straight alliance at Medford High School, where 
he graduated in 2008. Charles joined Project 10 East’s Youth Leadership Council in 2005, eventually serving on its executive committee. He is currently 
a freshman at Middlesex Community College and living in Medford. 

Matt McLaughlin     (860) 416-4575   circleamatt@gmail.com  
Matt has been an ally since high school in Glastonbury's gay-straight alliance and later became active in a number of progressive causes. A 
graduate from Capital Community College in 2008, Matt is a founding member of Queers Without Borders. 

Worthie Meacham         Fan Momma on Face book!-  
Worthie Paul Meacham III otherwise known as MOMMA…In Chicago there’s a lyric that goes “When you’re good to Momma, Momma’s good to you….”  
As someone who loves giving, making you smile and laugh more than you’d like, Momma brings much needed life to those who needed to be shown that 
there is love, that they are appreciated, that they are special.  Momma is excited to be back  at True Color’s for her 4th year in a row! Momma’s professional  
career has had her work with Franco Zefferelli, in Carmen for the Los Angeles Opera and National Opera.  She also made special appearances on many 
television shows , including Will & Grace twice, and has been seen in many music videos, including Aerosmith iconic “Pink” music video.  Last fall, Momma 
playing the Matron in Women Behind Bars at the Celebration Theatre to outstanding reviews! Momma’s dedication and hard work has earned him five 
WeHo Awards, including Outstanding Drag Diva, Community Leader, and was honored last year with the Harvey Milk Humanitarian Award for his work 
within the  GLBT community. Fan Momma on Face book!- 

Yamuna Menon     (203) 767-7848   yamuna.menon@gmail.com  
Yam Menon is a second year student at UConn Law and is the Co-President of Lambda Law Society. Prior to school, Yam worked at the Religious 
Institute on Sexual Morality, Justice, and Healing, working at the intersection of issues around sexuality and religion. She was a former community 
organizer with Love Makes a Family, previously working in collaboration with True Colors and the Connecticut Transadvocacy Coalition. This is her 
second time presenting at the conference. 

Elizabeth Meyer     (514) 846-1341   elizabeth.meyer@mail.mcgill.ca  
Elizabeth J. Meyer is an Assistant Professor of Education at Concordia University in Montreal, QC and taught in U.S. boarding schools for 5 years. She is 
the author of Gender, Bullying, and Harassment: Strategies to End Sexism and Homophobia in Schools and writes a blog on Gender and Schooling for 
Psychology Today. 

Deana Miranda       
Deana grew up with parents who fostered a diverse number of children and adolescents. She provided respite foster care, is a parent of 3 children and 
works as a foster parent recruiter for a non-profit organization. She got her MSW from the UConn School of Social Work with a focus on Urban 
Studies. She has served and continues to participate in diversity groups within state and town agencies. 

Leif Mitchell     (203) 258-3718   LeifMitchell@hotmail.com  
Leif Mitchell is a trainer/consultant on sexuality issues for GLSEN (locally and nationally) and the ADL’s A World of Difference Program. He is co-chair of 
GLSEN Connecticut and a member of GLSEN’s National Advisory Council. Leif edited, published, and updated Tackling LGBT Issues in School. Leif visits 
colleges and universities across the country with his "Gay, Greek and Proud" multi-media presentation and provides trainings in schools throughout 
Connecticut on LGBT issues. 

Doug Moffat         winddancer97@msn.com  
Doug Moffat is an AIDS educator and trainer of trainers. He brings the passion he has for food as a chef, the knowledge and skills he has as a 
professional gardener and designer, and the playfulness he has as a performer to create dynamic and engaging workshops. He believes that having fun is 
the best way to learn. He is currently working on a degree in Religious Studies. 

Riley Parker Morgan      
Riley is a genderqueer boi who is very active in the queer community. Zi volunteers with Marriage Equality Rhode Island, OUT!, RI Pride, and speaks on 
panels at Brown University. Riley is a freelance photographer and plans to attend school for Photojournalism in the fall. 

Joleen M. Nevers     (860) 486-0772   joleen.nevers@uconn.edu  
Joleen has been working in college health for 10 years and in the field of sexuality for over 15 years. She worked for Planned Parenthood of Boston and 
Healthcare of Southeastern Massachusetts. She has also been a Teen Clinic Health Educator for a Health Center in a high-risk area of Dorcester, MA. 
Over the past 10 years at UConn, she's worked closely with the Rainbow Center and with student groups, such as QUAD, Between Women and 
AQUA with various programs and support. She is a certfied sexuality educator through the American Association of Sexuality Educators, Counselors 
and Therapists. She created, implemented and currently supervises an award-winning peer education group, the UConn Sexperts and 
created/implemented the award-winning program "Rubberwear." 

Ruth Nunez     (415) 673-0911 x384   ruthnunez@larkinstreetyouth.org  
Ruth is currently the Director of Residential Programs. Ruth previously served two years as Director of Education and Employment Services and has 
been with Larkin Street for nine years, rising from counselor to program manager to director, and serving at almost all of Larkin’s programs.  Ruth has 
volunteered her time to numerous boards, including the Mayor’s Office on Disability, Local Homeless Coordinating Board, and Dolores Street 
Community Services. 

Robyn Ochs     (617) 413-2717   robyn@robynochs.com  
Robyn Ochs is a long-time activist, and the editor of the anthology Getting Bi: Voices of Bisexuals Around the World. She has taught college courses, 
appeared on talk shows (only the "better" ones) and had her writing published in numerous bisexual, women's studies, multicultural, and LGBTQ 
anthologies. She lives in Massachusetts, and on May 17th, 2004 - the very first day it was legal - she married Peg Preble, her long-time partner. Her activism 
includes marriage equality, trans-advocacy and animal rescue. She professional speaker, workshop leader and has spoken thousands of times at hundreds of 
schools. Her website is robynochs.com 

 

mailto:clmartin516@yahoo.com�
mailto:charlie@project10east.org�
mailto:circleamatt@gmail.com�
mailto:yamuna.menon@gmail.com�
mailto:elizabeth.meyer@mail.mcgill.ca�
mailto:LeifMitchell@hotmail.com�
mailto:winddancer97@msn.com�
mailto:joleen.nevers@uconn.edu�
mailto:ruthnunez@larkinstreetyouth.org�
mailto:robyn@robynochs.com�


True Colors Presenters 

True Colors 17 Presenters 

42 
  Liberty Pandey       

Liberty is a Graduate Assistant at the UConn Health Education Office. She is a graduate of Salem College and will complete her MPH from the UConn 
Health Center in May 2010. 

Abi Pena         
Bio not available at press time 

Kelli Peterman     (310) 271-8845 x258   kelli.peterman@thetrevorproject.org  
After graduating with a bachelor’s degree in sociology from the University of Mary Washington, Kelli worked as a Volunteer Services Specialist for an 
adult and family homeless shelter in Fredericksburg, VA. It was there that she developed a fondness for working with young volunteers through the 
shelter’s community service and local outreach programs. She continues to devote much of her time to issues dealing with women’s rights, LGBT public 
policy, and encourages the promotion of sexual health and expression. Kelli joins Trevor from Homes for the Homeless, where she managed several 
youth enrichment and volunteer programs at family homeless shelters throughout New York City. 

Laura Phalen         laura.phalen@ct.gov  
Laura Phalen is a social worker and has been the Safe Harbor Liaison between her office and True Colors for several years 

Mike Pohl         mikepohl1000@aol.com  
Mike Pohl enjoys being a middle school teacher and Manchester’s Democratic Party Chairman. Mike has been openly Gay for more than a decade and 
has served as a mentor for True Colors, Inc. While being Out, Mike has been elected to the Town of Manchester Board of Education. He has been a 
Justice of the Peace since 1992. Mike is grateful to the many people that have helped him learn to believe in himself and to be proud of the person he 
has become. Mike has been a continuous member of Alcoholics Anonymous since 1984 when he was 21-years-old. 

Jeffrey Poirier     (202) 329-5440   jpoirier@air.org  
Jeff is a Senior Research Analyst at the American Institutes for Research (AIR).  He serves as a member of the Technical Assistance Partnership for 
Child and Family Mental Health (www.tapartnership.org) and co- facilitates its LGBTQI2-S Learning Community. In addition, he is coordinator of the 
Child, Adolescent and Family Branch’s National Workgroup to Address the Needs of Children and Youth Who Are LGBTQI2-S and Their Families and 
Co-Facilitator of the Cleveland Metropolitan School District’s LGBTQ Workgroup. 

Rachel Pryzby          
Rachel is a Graduate Assistant at the UConn Health Education Office. She is a graduate of Smith College and will complete her MPH from the UConn 
Health Center in May 2011. 

TR Richardson     (860) 690-9784   TR.Richardson@ppsne.org  
TR Richardson is a Trainer/Community Educator at Planned Parenthood. In this role, she provides education and training to teens, parents and 
professionals on the topics related to sexuality. TR received a Master of Arts Degree in Student Affairs in Higher Education from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania and a Bachelor of Science Degree from Muskingum College. She also received certification as an HIV Educator and HIV Counselor from 
The State of Connecticut Department of Public Health. 

Oscar Robles     (860) 922-7052   oscaralexanderrobles@gmail.com  
Oscar Robles is a recent transplant to CT from the Sunshine State. Oscar is currently doing a year of service as an AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteer in 
Service to America) and works with a youth development agency in Hartford assisting the under-privileged individuals it serves obtain post secondary 
education. He is active in educating populations about LGBT issues, aspires to teach high school English, and learn more about himself and the world. 

Justin Rosado     (646) 388-6595   jrosado@glsen.org  
Justin Anton Rosado is a Mexican, Cuban, Puerto Rican gay male born and raised in New York City.  Entering the world of community organizing and 
social justice movements at the age of 15, Justin has worked at several local and national organizations including FIERCE, The Urban Justice Center and 
Community Voices Heard.  Currently Justin is the Education Associate at GLSEN where he provides educators with resources to help in their efforts to 
make schools safer for LGBT students. 

Elizabeth Rowell     (860) 974-1814   erowell@ric.edu  
Liz, an ELED professor, has helped Rhode Island College obtain an extensive collection of GLT picture books that have been published or made available 
in the USA. Her last two faculty research grants have involved children, literature, and the transgender experience.  Recent publications include Missing! 
Picture Books Reflecting Gay and Lesbian Families, Young Children (May 07) and Promoting Dialogue on the Transgender Experience in College 
Courses Through Films  And Literature, Human Architecture (Winter '09). 

Quianna Sarjeant         
Quianna, known by the name "Kiki" throughout the streets and shelters of Boston and Cambridge, will be sharing her story about LGBTQ youth who 
are too often left homeless on the streets, without many places to turn. Kiki is currently housed and is a singer for Dis-and-Dat, a reggae/hip hop/R&B 
band in Boston. 

Ritch Savin-Williams    (607) 342-4347   savin-williams@cornell.edu  
Ritch is Professor and Chair of Human Development at Cornell University. He has written several books, The New Gay Teenager (2005), “Mom, Dad. I'm 
Gay.” How families negotiate coming out (2001); “And Then I Became Gay.” Young Men's Stories (1998); and The Lives of Lesbians, Gays, and Bisexuals: 
Children to Adults (1996). A licensed clinical psychologist, Ritch maintains a clinical case load specializing in sexual-minority issues and has testified on 
same-sex discrimination cases. 

Ilana Lyn Schreiber    (207) 222-2142   ischreibe@hotmail.com  
A social worker, Ilana Lyn Schreiber has spent many years working with adolescents and adults with mental illnesses. Through her organization, Hidden 
Disabilities Network, she works to create awareness of hidden disabilities through conducting research and writing projects. She also dedicates her time 
to conducting trainings for professionals in various fields on working with and supporting people with mental illnesses. She lives with her wife and 
children in Gorham, ME. 

Jason Sirois     (917) 757-5405   unams2@yahoo.com  
Jason Sirois has been a diversity consultant for the last five years, working extensively in the New York and Connecticut regions to facilitate dialogue 
with students and educators regarding issues around bias and bullying. In addition to working with GLSEN and The Anti-Defamation League, he is the 
co-founder and project director for Advocates For Change, a Connecticut organization dedicated to belief or "...freedom and justice for ALL". 

Magda Skomal     (203) 333-8009     
Magda Skomal is currently the Theater Director for the Teen AIDS Prevention (TAP) Program at FSW Inc. in Bridgeport, CT as well as the Theater 
Director of Inside Out, a student performing program with Stratford Community Services. Skomal is a certified HIV/AIDS Instructor with the American 
Red Cross and the proud recipient of the State of Connecticut's Commissioner's AIDS Leadership Award for bringing the messages of HIV awareness and 
prevention to Connecticut's youth. 
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  Audrey Beth Stein     (617) 776-4252   abstein@alumni.upenn.edu  

Audrey Beth Stein is the author of a memoir, Map--a coming-of-age story about a time when it was easier to admit you were in love with another girl 
than that you’d met someone on the internet.  She earned her MFA in Creative Writing from Emerson College and is a two-time national prizewinner 
in the David Dornstein Memorial Short Story Contest.  She teaches memoir and novel development at the Cambridge Center for Adult Education.  
(http://map.audreybethstein.com) 

Deb Stewart     (203) 789-7645 x192   dstewart@theconsultationcenter.org  
Deborah Stewart, B.S., CPP, is Director, Youth Development Training and Resource Center at The Consultation Center. She has led the New Haven 
BEST Initiative (Building Exemplary Systems for Training Community Youth Workers) since 1996, as part of a national network. She managed the CT 
for Community Youth Development statewide project from 1998-2004 advising funders and providers on research and best practice for meaningul 
youth engagement. 

Moonhawk River Stone    (518) 506-1261   hawkrstone@aol.com  
Moonhawk River Stone, M.S., LMHC is a psychotherapist, consultant, educator and writer in private practice in the Albany, NY area; and is, himself, an 
out, open and proud transsexual man. Stone is a political activist for transgender civil and human rights and for transgender healthcare. He is active in 
working on issues related to Gender Identity Disorder's continuing presence in the DSM and serves on several national boards and committees related 
to trans/LGB issues.HawkRStone@aol.com 

Lillie Stuart         lstuart@juno.com  
Bio not available at press time 

S.T.A.R.S.     (203) 865-5158   renee.best@ppsne.org  
STARS (Students Teaching About Responsible Sexuality) is Planned Parenthood of Southern New England’s peer education program from New Haven, 
CT. STARS educate their peers about sexual and reproductive anatomy and physiology, methods of birth control and safer sex including abstinence, 
STI/HIV infection, LGBT issues, sexual decision-making, negotiation and communication skills, healthy and unhealthy relationships, and legal rights of CT 
teens. This year’s Stars included:  
Diego, Charlotte, Natalie, Liana, Mia, Tiana, Yael, Jayde, Jourden, Asia, Megan, Crystal, Taylor, Andrea, Nandi, Georgia, Camaron, and Kevin 

Joel Teron         
Joel Teron is from New Haven and is a sophmore at the University of Connecticut, majoring in human development and family studies 

Leigh Thompson     (646) 388-8057   lthompson@glsen.org  
Leigh Thompson is a transmasculine queer and began working for the LGBT movement in Omaha, Nebraska before moving to Brooklyn to pursuit a 
master’s at NYU in utilizing creative techniques for political and social change. Leigh has worked for ESPA, the ACLU and currently works to supports 
local organizers in their safe schools work at GLSEN as a Community Initiative Associate and the Days of Action coordinator.  He is an artist, advocate 
and facilitator. 

S. Leigh Thompson    (402) 212-9686   sleighthompson@gmail.com  
S. Leigh Thompson is a community organizer, advocate and artist and has spent the last decade working for the queer and trans movements. Leigh has 
facilitated Theatre of the Oppressed techniques for over a decade.  In 2008 he began the Forum Project , a project of artist-advocates who work to 
offer methods through which individuals and communities can explore and understand the world, their community and their lives. Leigh lives in 
Brooklyn and works for GLSEN. 

Vu Tran        
Vu Tran is an undergraduate student at UConn perusing a Bachelor of Science in Accounting. He works at the UConn Rainbow Center as the LGBTQ 
outreach program "Speakers Bureau” coordinator. He is the statistician for the UConn Health Education Office, a UConn Cheerleader and a certified 
Zumba instructor. After graduation, he will be working for the prestigious accounting firm, Ersnt & Young. 

Scott Turner Schofield        scott@undergroundtransit.com  
Scott Turner Schofield is a man who was a woman, a lesbian turned straight guy who is usually taken for a gay teenager. A former debutante and 
homecoming queen coming out in the Deep South, the work and the life on which it is based contain hilarious contradictions bordered with the 
possibility of terrifying consequences. Schofield is the recipient of several awards for his performance work, among them a "Fruitie" for Off-Broadway 
Performance; a 2007 Princess Grace Foundation Fellowship in Acting; and a Creation Fund Commission from the National Performance Network for 
"Becoming a Man...," supported by The (Alpert Award Winning) Pat Graney Company (Seattle), DiverseWorks (Houston) and 7 Stages (Atlanta). 

Laura Vollhardt     (860) 304-3378   vollhardtlau@ccsu.edu  
Laura is a full-time student at Central Connecticut State University. She is a sociology major with a chinese minor. Currently, she works on-campus at 
the CCSU bookstore. She is a lesbian who came out at the age of 14. She is a huge animal lover and proud owner of a young rescue dog, Liberty. She 
have one sister who is also a lesbian and has been her role model growing up. 

Laura Waldon     (617) 223-3610   laura.m.waldon@census.gov  
Laura Waldon is a Partnership Specialist with the U.S. Census Bureau in Boston specializing in outreach to the LGBT community and colleges and 
universities. She developed materials and assisted in creating an online presence for the national “Census on Campus” initiative 
(http://2010.census.gov/campus). Waldon is a writing consultant and journalist whose work has appeared in Lavender Magazine, Sun Newspapers, and 
AMC Outdoors.  She has taught writing at the University of New Hampshire and Plymouth State University. 

David Waterman         
Bio not available at press time 

Cassidy Weyel     (860) 278-4163   cassidyw@hglhc.org  
Cassidy is the new coordinator of the Tobacco Cessation Program at the Hartford Gay & Lesbian Health Collective.  She takes great interest in an 
array of health and wellness and social justice issues. She is a recent graduate of UConn's Women's Studies program and is currently enrolled in the 
Master of Public Health program at Southern Connecticut State University. 

Abbey Willis     (860) 338-3153   abbeydotcom@gmail.com  
Abbey is a founding member of Queers Without Borders and is involved in Hartford Food Not Bombs and the CT Reproductive Rights Coalition. 

Andrea Wilson     (203) 710-7556   awilson14@gmail.com  
Andrea Wilson, MPH, CHES, is the Communications Manager at the Rudd Center for Food Policy and Obesity at Yale University, managing the website, 
blog, newsletter and other communications efforts. She previously worked at Planned Parenthood of Connecticut, providing administrative support to 
the health center staff and planning and implementing diversity initiatives. Andrea earned her Bachelor of Arts in Sociology from UConn and her 
Masters of Public Health from Southern Connecticut State University. awilson14@gmail.com 
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  Rick Wolfe     (270) 483-6220   rwolfe@wecarefamilies.com  

Rick started We Care Child & Family Services in 2005. Realizing the lack of support especially rural areas for LBGTQI Youth, he started "Encourage 
Youth" within the foster care agency, as the need grew for services, the developement of the Wolfe Family Foundation for Youth Advancement was 
completed to offer services and activities for LBGTQI youth within a four county area in rural Kentucky/Tennessee.  The endeavor began in 2005 after 
his brother succomed to HIV complications. 

Dan Woog         dwoog@optonline.net  
Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, high school soccer coach and gay activist.  His articles and essays have appeared in the New York Times, Sports 
Illustrated, USA Today and the Advocate Magazine. He is the author of 13 books, and a nationally syndicated columnist (“The OutField,” covering GLBT 
sports). His two “Jocks”  books (Alyson Publications) explore the lives of gay male athletes across America. Some of Dan’s other books include 
“School’s Out: The Impact of Gay and Lesbian Issues on America’s Schools,” “Friends and Family: True Stories of Gay America’s Straight Allies” and 
“Gay Men, Straight Jobs” (all Alyson Publications).  Dan is also a founder and co-facilitator for OutSpoken, Fairfield County’s very popular support group 
for GLBTQ youth. 

 

SPECIAL THANKS!!! 
Holly and Riley:  You are always, and forever, my heart.   

Joan, Joy, Debbie: Every year, you swoop in at the last minute and make such a difference! 

Kamora, Lea, Pat and Hillary:  Thank you for not killing me when the conference over-runs every other 
program we have….. 

Barb Curry:  You make it look so easy.  You make my life so MUCH easier.  Thank you FOR ALL YOU 
DO!  (and take care of yourself!  You are very needed in this world, not just for me either! 

Jen:   You have been there since the beginning (and I think you are the only volunteer who has participated 
and taken a leadership role every year for SEVENTEEN YEARS! Whew!  

To the True Colors Board of Directors, Interns, volunteers and donors – please know that none of 
this is possible with YOU. We know that your donation of time, resources and ideas are what makes it 
all work. Thank you! 

I love and appreciate you all!    

Robin  

 

NEW T.C. ACTIVIST INSTITUTE  

Coming FALL, 2010! 

Wanna have True Colors conduct leadership training with YOUR GSA in your school?  Starting 
in the fall of 2010, you can do just that!   

True Colors is putting together a SIX WEEK Curriculum to cover everything you need to 
SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER from how to run a meeting to how to stage a direct action to how 
to meet with your legislator,  on site with your GSA! 

Interested in applying to have your GSA be one of the schools we work with?  Email Patrick at 
Patrick.mckenna@ourtruecolors.org  
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